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WHAT NEW YORK STATE DOCUMENTS OFFER LIBRARIES 


By Peter J. Paulson 
Head, Gift and Exchange Section, New York State Library 


Government publications have been defined as a never-ending series 
of reports, largely devoid of significant content, and totally unimagin- 
ative in presentation. Librarians sometimes seem to give credence to this 
view by consigning such publications to a limbo which contains material 
of interest only to specialists or future researchers. While this nega- 
tive image of the government document may contain a kernel of truth, it 
is far from accurate as a general characterization of today's official 
publications. 


As states go, I suppose that New York must rank as one of the leading 
publishers. Our State now has 20 major departments, 53 commissions and 
committees, and numerous divisions, bureaus and institutions. Since 1947, 
these agencies have issued some 14,000 titles (serials and monographs). 


It is not only that the stream of government publications never seems to 
run dry, but that it appears in recent years to have assumed the pro- 
portions of a flood. 


The impressive growth in the amount of government printing can be 
attributed to the increasing tempo and expanded scope of governmental ac- 
tivities. As governmental services have come to directly affect more and 
more citizens, its publications program has had to be widened and pop- 
ularized. A careful examination of the current official publications of 
New York State will reveal that these documents actually offer an abundant 
variety of subject matter, that some are issued in an attractive and 
highly readable format, and that many have a high current reference value. 


To illustrate this point, a list of selected subjects of current or 
recurrent interest to public libraries in our State is appended to this 
article. Descriptions of appropriate New York State 
documents appear next to each topic. The emphasis 
in this list has been upon the popular, the attrac- 
tive and the informative. The source from which 
these publications my be obtained is indicated in 
parentheses after each title, the parenthetical 
phrase "Gift and Exchange" means that the document 
is available from the New York State Library, Gift 
and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 


To enable librarians to keep abreast of New 
York State material, a list of selected current 
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publications appears regularly in The Bookmark. For those who require 
a more comprehensive coverage, the Gift and Exchange Section issues a 


available free to libraries within the State. The publication of a sub- 
ject index to the Checklist is under consideration, and comments on this 
proposal by librarians around the State are welcomed. 


In 1855, there was published at Albany a small volume entitled 
This book was 

the second effort to bring the publications of our State under bib- 
liographic control, the first having been made in 1842. Its title page 
bore the motto: "A mighty maze, but not without a plan." Although 
written in the somewhat grandiloquent language of the 19th century, this 
quotation aptly sums up the major objective of our present bibliographic 
activities. 


No longer need government documents be regarded as routine, insig- 
nificant, or unimaginative. On the contrary, the publications of our 
State are a rich storehouse of information, and the librarian needs only 
the proper key to gain access to its treasures. 


SELECT SUBJECT GUIDE TO POPULAR NEW YORK STATE DOCUMENTS 


AGRICULTURE The State College of Agriculture at Cornell issues many 
popular and attractive bulletins on farming, gardening, conservation and 
rural life. These are listed in the annually revised Cornell Extension 
Bulletin 47 (Mailing Room, Department of Extension Teaching and Informa- 
tion, New York State College of Agriculture, Ithaca, New York). The 
same bulletin also lists the publications of the State College of Home 
Economics, covering such fields as child development, clothing, food 
preparation and household management. 


ATOMIC FALLOUT PROTECTION The Committee on Fallout Protection pre- 
sented its 1960 proposals in an illustrated brochure entitled Survival 
in a Nuclear Attack (Gift and Exchange). 


AUTOMAT ION A collection of four scholarly papers on this topic appears 


BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY Statistical and factual publications concerning 
business trends and conditions in New York State are published by the 
Department of Commerce. The bimonthly Business in New York State 
(Department of Commerce, 112 State Street, Albany 7, New York) contains 
illustrated articles on selected firms and services, as well as editorial 
opinion and statistical summaries. Census data is conveniently summa- 


with one pamphlet on the State as a whole, and 12 others on the various 
economic areas of the State. Supplements are issued from time to time, 


(Gift and Exchange). Two directories are of permanent reference value, 
the Industrial Directory of New York State (Department of Commerce) and 


(Gift and Exchange). 


The Bookmark November, 1961 





CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT A practical handbook on this subject is 
The Pre-School Years (Gift and Exchange), issued by the Department of 
Health. Other publications on this subject are included in the list 
cited above under AGRICULTURE. 


CIVIL WAR Historical articles and news of centennial observances 
are featured in the sprightly monthly published by the Civil War 


Exchange). 


CRIME AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY The Commission of Investigation issued 


in 1961 a 136-page report on Syndicated Gambling in New York State (Gift 
and Exchange). It has also made reports on particular localities, such 


and Delinquent Real Estate Taxes in Albany County (Gift and Exchange). 
Articles on youth programs and activities around the State appear in the 
illustrated Youth Service News (Division for Youth, 155 Washington Avenue, 
Albany 10, New York). 


DISCRIMINATION Two photographic essays, Article One (Gift and Exchange) 
and Future Imperative (Gift and Exchange), detail the purpose and history 
of the Commission Against Discrimination. The Commission also publishes 

a brief quarterly Newsletter (Commission Against Discrimination, 270 
Broadway, New York), which carries news notes and articles on civil rights 
in employment, public accommodations and housing. 


GOVERNMENT OF NEW YORK STATE The structure of State government and 


the activities of its major departments are briefly summarized in The 
Government of New York State (Gift and Exchange), a 55-page pamphlet 
prepared by the Executive Department. The history of the Assembly is 
traced in an illustrated brochure entitled The Assembly: Genesis, 
Evolution and History (Gift and Exchange). Information about State 
officers and legislators, and detailed descriptions of the work of each 
State agency may be found in the annual New York Red Book (apply to your 


Legislature (Gift and Exchange). 


HISTORY OF NEW YORK STATE A list of publications on this topic is 

contained in Historical Publications Available from the New York State 
Library (Gift and Exchange). Each of the annual reports of the Joint 

Legislative Committee on the Preservation and Restoration of Historic 

Sites (Gift and Exchange) contains a lengthy article on some aspect of 
State history. 


HOMEMAK ING See the list cited above under AGRICULTURE. 


JOBS AND LABOR RELATIONS Of interest to persons seeking employment is 
a recent pamphlet issued by the Department of Labor entitled Guide te 
Preparing a Resume (Gift and Exchange). The same Department has also 
published a long-range statistical and analytical forecast on manpower 
and technological change titled Jobs: The Changing Pattern, 1960-1970 
(Gift and Exchange). Its illustrated monthly Industrial Bulletin 
(Department of Labor, State Office Building, Albany, New York) contains 
articles on labor developments in New York State. The State School of 
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Industrial and Labor Relations issues many pamphlets, bibliographies 
and reprints on personnel work and labor relations, which are described 
in its Publications 1960-1961 (Distribution Center, New York State 
School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell University, Ithaca, 
New York) 


RECREATION Popular articles on hunting and fishing, conservation and 
outdoor life are contained in the illustrated monthly New York State 
Conservationist (Conservation Department, 1220 Washington Avenue, 
Albany 1, New York). A series of Recreation Circulars (Conservation 
Department) serve as guides to parks, campsites and trails maintained 
by the Department. The attractive annual, New York Vacationlands 
(Gift and Exchange), issued by the Department of Commerce, gives in- 
formation about historic sites, points of interest and accommodations 
in some 500 communities around New York State. The same Department 
publishes The Autumn Colorama in New York State (Gift and Exchange), 
Kid Stuff in New York State (Gift and Exchange), and Ski New York 
(Gift and Exchange). 


SCHOOLS Two publications of the Board of Regents and the Education 
Department, Investments in the Future (Gift and Exchange) and Meeting 
the Demand for Higher Education in New York State (Gift and Exchange), 
provide background material on recent proposals for expanded educational 
opportunities in New York State. A pictorial brochure on the activities 
and services of the Education Department is This Is Our Story (Gift and 


presents charts and facts on current trends, progress and needs. 


SENIOR CITIZENS Each of the annual reports of the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Problems of the Aging (Gift and Exchange) contains a number 
of background articles on this topic. In addition, the Committee has 
published a guide to State services for the aging, called The State and 
Its Senior Citizens (Gift and Exchange), and a Directory of Golden Age 


Scholarly and expert papers on the topic are contained in Charter for 
the Aging (Gift and Exchange), a 659-page report of a 1955 Governor's 
conference. 


URBAN RENEWAL Graphic presentation of the problem and a proposed 
solution are contained in a 1958 brochure of the Division of Housing, 


This publication is updated by the 1960 annual report of the Division 
entitled An Action Program for Community Development (Gift and Exchange) 
Local Planning and Zoning (Gift and Exchange), issued by the Department 
of Commerce, is a manual of powers and procedures for citizens and 
governmental officials. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor William T. Henderson 








From the review copies sent by publishers this season we have pre- 
pared the following subject lists, containing examined titles suggested 

for purchase by library systems. Additions will be made as new books are 
received. 













Novels 





Annixter, Jane, & Annixter, Paul, pseuds. Peace comes to Castle Oak. 
1961. Longmans. $3.95. 

Present-day Carolina is the setting for a flavorsome depiction of the 
devoted Claibornes — Simp, Caroline, their two sons and pretty daughter, 
Shellie. Farming, hunting and a shooting feud with a no-good clan make 
an exciting, memorable story. 








Boulle, Pierre. The executioner. 1961. Vanguard. $3.95. 
In an ironic, macabre, psychological novel, a Chinese physician recounts 
to a professional writer the strange discovery about an official execu- 
tioner who must pay the penalty for trifling with the law of the land. 

























Brooke, Joceyln. The name of Greene. 1961. Vanguard. $3.95. 

On holiday in Malta the narrator meets a distant cousin and this well- 
written, sophisticated, analytical narrative spins out their encounters 
over the years and the changing fortunes of the once-wealthy Greene 
family. 


Chute, B. J. The moon and the thorn. 1961. Dutton. $3.75. 

Charming, slight, modern story of still-beautiful Henrietta Blackwell 
who returns from France to her native Great Island in the United States 
to seek reconcilitation with the sister she has wronged. 


Cronin, A. J. The Judas tree. 1961. Little. $4.95. 

How mature, successful David Moray leaves Switzerland for his native 
Scotland and discovers the daughter of the woman he once promised to 
marry is the plot of a fluent, somewhat melodramatic tale of the evil 
fruits of material choice. 








Duncan, Jane. My friend Annie. 1961. St. Martin's Press. $3.95. 
Again Janet Sandison of My friend Monica (1961) confidingly and enter- 
tainingly gushes on — about her childhood, neighboring Annie with whom 
she is unfavorably compared by her stepmother, and later developments 
in their relationships. 
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Frame, Janet. Faces in the water. 1961. Braziller. $4. 

A sensitive, poetical exposition of the "inside" of two New Zealand 
mental hospitals, which adds to our understanding of widely prevalent 
situations. 


Garve, Andrew, pseud. The house of soldiers. 1961. Harper. $3.50. 
Ingenious, literate "novel of suspense," telling how, under the guise 
of a historical pageant, a military camp and arsenal are set up on a 


Dublin hill where a professor of archeology is conducting his researches. 


Johns, Geoffrey. What am I bid? 1961. Doubleday. $3.95. 

In young Willy's rise from his father's rag and bone business in a West 
Country town to William Shaun, Esq. Connoisseur of Fine Art, the antiques 
industry of England is knowingly and amusingly epitomized. 


Kantor, MacKinlay. Spirit Lake. 1961. World. $6.95. 

Multipeopled reconstruction of the midwestern American frontier, authen- 
tically and realistically detailing the Indian massacre of white settlers 
at Spirit Lake, Iowa, in 1857. 


Llewellyn, Richard. A man in a mirror. Doubleday. $5.75. 

Centering in Nterenke, known as James Teren, destined from childhood to 
be leader of the Masai tribe of Kenya, this is an impressive contrast 

in customs, described in rhythmic speech, and particularly concerned with 
a point of justice. Frank, physical details. 


Lee, C. Y. Cripple Mah and the new order. 1961. Farrar. $3.95. 
Broad satire of unpredictable communist practices as seen through the 
hilarious adventures of its Peiping-born hero. 


MacLean, Alistair. Fear is the key. 1961. Doubleday. $3.95. 

A British soldier being tried for illegal entry to the United States 
shoots an officer, kidnaps a girl and sets the stage for a tense, first- 
person story packed with action. 


Malamud, Bernard. A new life. 1961. Farrar. $4.95. 

Levin, 30, leaves New York "after largely wasted years" to teach English 
at a northwestern college and this is the plain, realistic account of 

his experiences, both intellectual and amorous. Some bizarre situations. 


Monsarrat, Nicholas. The white Rajah. 1961. Sloane. $4.95. 
Swashbuckling tale of high adventure concerned with a baronet's younger 
son, Richard Marriott, who inherits a pair of matched pistols and a 
terrestrial globe, symbols of fight and travel, which take him to the 
island of Makassang and the Rajah's beautiful daughter. 


Morgan, Albert. Minor miracle. 1961. Dodd. $3.50. 
Affectionately portrays the parish priest, Father Maurice Britt, who 


claims to have seen a crying picture and so gains a sort of fame before 
his death. 


Shaw, Robert. The sun doctor. 1961. Harcourt. $4.50. 

After an absence of 25 years, Dr. Benjamin Halliday returns to England 
to be knighted, falls in love with his Irish housekeeper, plans to stay, 
but is impelled to return to West Africa, this absorbing, mature, ironic 
novel of literary stature reveals in flashbacks. 


Spring, Howard. I met a lady. 1961. Harper. $4.95. 
Manchester~-born George Ledra is the narrator of this leisurely chronicle 
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spanning almost half of the 20th century and retailing his marriage to 
the actress, Sylvia Bascombe, and the rebuilding of her Cornwall mansion, 
bombed during World War II. 


Streeter, Edward. Chairman of the bored. 1961. Harper. $3.95. 

The founder and head of an investment firm finds himself retired according 
to his own rules, and after buying a country home and planning all sorts 
of diversions, learns that business can be a hobby, too, this amusing, 
true-life story points out. 


















Turngren, Ellen. Hearts are the fields. 1961. Longmans. $3.50. 

A Minnesota farm in the 1900s is the setting for pleasing, wholesome 
fiction about the growing Enberg children and their Swedish father's 
need to revise his original plans for them. 


. Wallant, E. L. The pawnbroker. 1961. Harcourt. $4.50. 
Sympathetic portrait of a lonely, Harlem pawnbroker whose wife and chil- 
dren were liquidated in a concentration camp, and of the unexpected 
loyalty of his Negro assistant who defends him from an armed gang. 


West, M. L. Daughter of silence. 1961. Morrow. $3.95. 

Australian Peter Landon, specialist in criminal psychopathology, becomes 
involved in a trial of vengeance in Italy and in the complex lives of 
the lawyer for defense, his family and their friends, as revealed in 

a spacious, sophisticated, engrossing novel by the author of The devil's 
advocate (1959). (Pub date: December 5) 









White, Patrick. Riders in the chariot: 1961. Viking. $5.95. 

This unusual, carefully wrought novel, set in Australia, delineates 

four disparate characters who are "vision-seekers": a half-mad spinster, 
owner of the Xanadu estate, a half-caste painter, a washerwoman, mother 
of six daughters, and a Jewish refugee from Central Europe. 























Wilson, Angus. The old men at the zoo. 1961. Viking. $4.50. 

Inventive fantasy of England in 1970, in which Simon Carter, adminis- 
trative secretary of the London Zoological Gardens, tells of the in- 
tricate machinations of scientists who see war plans in the moving of 
animals to an open reserve while a totalitarian government reigns for 
three years. 





Wilson, Colin. Adrift in Soho. 1961. Houghton. $3.50. 

Discharged from the RAF, Harry goes up to London and discovers Bohemia, 
and his engaging account of his unconventional adventures affords in- 
sight into the vagaries of careless youth. 
















Zara, Louis. Dark rider. 1961. World Pub. Co. $6.95. 
Detailed, fictionized biography of the talented, unhappy author of The 
red badge of courage and his "brief, meteoric career." 


Historical Fiction 





Chapman, H. Eugenie. 1961. Little. $5. 
The shining period of the Second Empire of Napoleon III is delineated 
with all its variableness, centering in Empress Eugenie. 





Christian, Catherine. A stranger passed. 1961. Putnam. $3.95. 
Readable, exciting presentation of the Court of France during the time 
of Marie Antoinette. 
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Coffin, Tristram. Not to the swift. 1961. Norton. $4.50. 
A President of the United States is presented in satire, tragedy and 
unusual drama showing power struggle and disappointment. 


Druon, Maurice. Alexander the God. i961. Scribner. $4.50. 
Authentically re-creates 4th century events and customs, the remarkable 
conquests and brief career of Alexander of Macedon. 


Duggan, Alfred. Family favorites. 1961. Pantheon. $4.50. 
Love, zest, idol worship, slavery, war and humor are all included in 
this novel of ancient Rome which is readable and picturesque. 


Hill, Weldon. The long summer of George Adams. 1961. McKay. $5.95. 
A novel of rural Oklahoma filled with humor and truth. 


Hopkins, J. G. E. Patriot's progress. 1961. Scribner. $3.95. 
With a background of the American Revolution, this is a tenderly told 
story of love and loyalty toward the cause of freedom. 


Horia, Vintilla. God was born in exile. 1961. St. Martin's. $4.95. 
An invigorating tale of the poet Ovid, his exile at Tomi, his phi- 
losophy, and search for the one true God. 


Kenyon, F. W. Mistress Nell. 1961. Appleton. $4.50. 
Dramatic portrayal of Nell Gwyn, mistress of Charles II. 


Lofts, N. R. The house at Old Vine. 1961. Doubleday. $4.95. 
In Martin Reed's rise from serf to man of property, many facets of 
16th century England are interestingly shown. 


Oliver, Jane. Flame of fire. 1961. Putnam. $3.95. 
Reconstructs the life, time and struggles of William Tyndale in trans- 
lating the Bible into English. 


Roberts, D. J. Fire in the ice. 1961. Little. $5. 
War, murder, treachery, love and death are vividly depicted in a fas- 
cinating tale of Iceland a thousand years ago. 


Short Stories 


Bates, H. E. The enchantress, and other stories. 1961. Little. $4. 
Buck, P. S. Fourteen stories. 1961. Day. $4. 

Clark, W. M. More tales of Cedar River. 1961. McKay. $3.95. 

Lavin, Mary. The great wave, and other stories. 1961. Macmillan.$3.50. 
Leskov, Nikolai. Selected tales; tr. from the Russian. 1961. Farrar.$5. 
O'Hara, John. Assembly. 1961. Random. $5.95. (26 stories) 

Olsen, Tillie. Tell me a riddle; a collection. 1961. Lippincott. $3.50. 
Pritchett, V. S. When my girl comes home. 1961. Knopf. $4. 

Salinger, J. D. Franny and Zooey. 1961. Little. $4. 

Williams, W. C. The farmer's daughters. 1961. New Directions. $4.50. 


Of Men and Women 
Burke, C. H. Doctor Hap. 1961. Coward-McCann. $4.50. 


Absorbing tale of sacrifice, hardship and missionary zeal in the Alaska 
wilderness. 
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Coxhead, Elizabeth. Lady Gregory, a literary portrait. 1961.Harcourt. 
$5.95. 

Portrays with remarkable clarity the courage and integrity of the founder 
and director of the Abbey Theater. 


Danforth, M. E. A Quaker pioneer. 1961. Exposition. $3.50. 

The story of Laura Haviland, "Superintendent of the Underground," is 
told excitingly and realistically with power and persuasion by a li- 
brarian. 


Farr, Finis. Frank Lloyd Wright. 1961. Scribner. $5.95. 
A full-length portrait of one of the world's greatest architects de- 
picted with minute details, admiration and humor. 


Fineman, Irving. Woman of valor. 1961. Simon & Schuster. $5.95. 
Narrates "The life of Henrietta Szold 1860-1945" (subtitle), carefully 
reconstructing her background, devoted service to Zionism, and founding 
of the women's organization, Hadassah. 


Gary, Romain. Promise at dawn; tr. from the French. 1961. Harper. $5. 
Witty, understanding tribute to the author's indomitable Russian mother 
and a fascinating record of his own versatile career. 


Gendron, Val. The dragon tree; a life of Alexander, Baron von Humboldt. 
1961. Longmans. $3.95. 

Pays tribute to the scientist-explorer-statesman, his accomplishments 
and philosophy of universal brotherhood. 





Hatch, Alden. Edith Bolling Wilson, First Lady extraordinary. 1961. 
Dodd. $5. 

The gracious, dynamic second wife of President Wilson is the interesting 
subject of an informally written volume. 


Herold, J. C. Love in five temperaments. 1961. Atheneum. $6. 
Short, literary biographies of five 18th century "quite extraordinary 
though little-remembered personalities whose lives make very good 
stories." 



























Hickok, L. A. The touch of magic. 1961. Dodd. $3.50. 
"The story of Helen Keller's great teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy" 
(subtitle), inspiring, and readably recounted. 





Hutchison, H. F. The hollow crown: a life of Richard II. 1961. Day. $5. 
Impartial, well-documented biography, presenting a unique picture of the 


King as he appeared to those around him. 


Jonas, K. W. 


See 


1961. Univ. of Pittsburgh. $6. 
Uses previously unpublished material to present an anecdotal portrait 
of a former heir to the German throne. 


Kessel, Joseph. 


a ee 


1961. Farrar. $3.95. 


Incredible tale of Felix Kersten, Himmler's doctor, who was responsible 
for saving thousands of victims from the madmen of Germany. 


Kroeber, Theodora. Ishi in two worlds. 1961. Univ. of California.$5.95. 
"A biography of the last wild Indian in North America" (subtitle), telling 
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simply and effectively about a man who emerged from the stone age to the 
modern world. 


Lamb, Harold. Babur the Tiger: first of the great Moguls. 1961. 
Doubleday. $4.95. 

Vivid, historical re-creation of Central Asia at the time when the shrewd 
leader, born in 1483 of Turko-Mongol heritage, came to power. 


Langford, Gerald. The Richard Harding Davis years. 1961. Holt. $5.75. 
"A biography of a mother and son" (subtitle), their heritage and contri- 
‘ butions to a new age of American literature. 


Morrison, N. B. Mary, Queen of Scots. 1961. Vanguard. $4.50. 
Newly relates the dramatic experience of a strong-willed ruler who was 
willing to die for her belief. 


Post, Edwin. Truly Emily Post. 1961. Funk & Wagnalls. $4.50. 
An exciting narrative of the woman whose name became synonymous with good 
manners, told by her son. 


Roosevelt, Eleanor. The autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt. 1961. 
Harper. $6.95. 

Combines and condenses the volumes, This is my story (1937), This I 
remember (1949) and On my own (1958), and “adds a section, The ~ search for 
understanding to update the life of a remarkable, elder stateswoman,. 


Rutland, R. A. George Mason, reluctant statesman. 1961. Holt. $3.50. 
Concise, explicit reminder of the important contribution to American 
history by a little-known champion of human rights before the Revolution. 


Sachar, H. M. Aliyah, the peoples of Israel. 1961. World Pub. Co.$7.50. 
Through selected biographies of 15 persons who settled in Palestine be- 
fore 1948 the rebirth of the Jewish State is described. 


Schorer, Mark. Sinclair Lewis, an American life. 1961. McGraw-Hill. 
$10. 

This minutely detailed record of the unhappy novelist uses his papers, 
letters and works as well as interviews with some who knew him. 


Swanberg, W. A. Citizen Hearst; a biography of William Randolph Hearst. 
196i scribner $7.50. 
Comprehensive, unbiased study of an important.though controversial figure. 


Woytinsky, W. 5. Stormy passage. 1961. Vanguard. $10. 
"A personal history through two Russian Revolutions to democracy and 
freedom: 1905-1960" (subtitle); candid and revealing. 


Young, Desmond. All the best years. 1961. Harper. $5.95. 
The worldwide adventures of a soldier, journalist, salvage expert, 
actor and night club proprietor are humorously recounted. 


Ke kkk Ke Ke KR KEK 


Copies of these lists are available from The Bookmark, New York 
State Library, Room 327, Education Building, Albany 1, New York. 
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“BURR FOR BOOKS) 
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FALL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


Suggested by 
Dorothy M. Broderick, Public Library Children's Consultant, 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


OF SPECIAL MERIT 


Fisher, Aileen. Where does everyone go? illus. by Adrienne Adams. 
Crowell. $3.50. 

The question of where do the animals go when fall and winter comes 
is answered in beautifully rhymed verse and stunning illustrations. A 
must book for all libraries. 


Minarik, Else. Little Bear's visit; illus. by Maurice Sendak. Harper. 
$2.19 net. 

Once again the perfect team of Minarik's prose and Sendak's illus- 
tration provide an easy reading book that is a creative experience for 
children. 


Sommerfelt, Aimee. Road to Agra. Criterion. $3.50. 

Thirteen-year-old La Lalu's journey to save his sister's eyesight is 
one of the best books of the year. It has all the qualities of 
Daughter of the mountains but is no imitation. The hardships of the 
trip end with a thrilling picture of UNESCO's role in India. A superior 
buy at twice the price. gr. 6-8. 


Speare, Elizabeth G. Bronze bow. Houghton. $3.25. 

For eighth graders and up, this is one of the memorable books. Set 
in the time of Jesus, it concerns the conflict of David, a boy dedicated 
to hating the Romans. How he comes to accept Jesus's message of "Love 
thy enemy" is beautifully told against a background of action. Will be 
best for young adult collections. 


PICTURE BOOKS 
Freeman, Don. Come again, pelican. Viking. $3. 


A little boy's seashore adventure told with humor and illustrated 
with clear, brightly colored pictures. Highly recommended. 
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Galdone, Paul. Three wishes. Whittlesey. $2.50. 

Another charming addition to Galdone's growing list of illustrated 
folk tales. The tale of the woodman and his three wasted wishes will 
enchant anew the young. 


McLeod, Emilie. Gne snail and me; illus. by Walter Lorraine. Atlantic- 
Monthly, Little, Brown. $2.95. 

A cumulative counting book beginning with "one snail and me" and 
ending with a bathtub menagerie. 


Miles, Betty. A day of winter. Knopf. $2.75; illus. by Remy Charlip. 
Blue, white and black illustrations capture the feeling of winter's 
charm for the very young. 


Thaler, Mike. Magic boy. Harper. $2.19 net. 
Fun book with same appeal as Harold and the purple crayon. Slight 
but colorful; art is quality cartoon style. 


POETRY BOOKS 


Ciardi, John. Man who sang the sillies. Lippincott. $3. 
Original nonsense poems which may well come to rank with the best 
of Lear's. Don't miss this one. 


Cole, William, ed. Poems for seasons and celebrations. World. $3.95. 
Good selection of poems old and new, funny and wise for holidays 
and special events — including Book Week. 


FICTION 


Carroll, Ruth. Walck. $3.25. 
Humorous tale of a superstitious old lady and her attempts to keep 
the family of black cats from crossing her path. gr. 3-4. 


Chekhov, Anton. Kashtanka. Walck. $2.75. 

Beautifully illustrated version of Chekhov's story of a dog's 
devotion to her old master. Captures the essence of great Russian 
writing. Read aloud or gr.3-5. 


Crary, Margaret. Calico ball. Prentice-Hall. $3. 

Good story of life in the old west for younger teen girls. Romance, 
adventure, a real villain and 14-year-ol4 Ginger Bryant is all a heroine 
should be. gr.6-8. 


Dean, Graham. Deadline for Jim. Criterion. $3.50. 

Absorbing story of the newspaper world with emphasis on the dedi- 
cation and integrity required to fulfill the public trust. Has the 
feeling of reality on every page. gr.7-9. 


Gault, William C. Through the line. Dutton. $3.25. 

"...football is a game. If you try to make it any more than that, 
you lose your sense of values. But it's a great game and if you try to 
make it any less than that, you don't belong in it." Top-rate story 
and a stunning book jacket. gr.7-9. 
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Ladd, Elizabeth. Meg of Heron's Neck. Morrow. $2.75. 

Meg's adjustment from a roving life to part of a stable family is 
as believable as a Maine sunset, and just as unpredictable. One of 
Ladd's very best to date. gr.4-6. 


McKim, Audrey. Lexy for short. Abingdon. $3. 

Absolutely delightful story of Alexandra O'Connor's 13th year and 
her steps toward maturity. Funny and touching as well as wise. Charming 
jacket will attract readers. gr.5-7. 


Norton, Mary. Borrowers aloft. Harcourt. $2.95. 


What is there to say except that the Borrowers are here again and 
just as wonderful as ever. gr.4-6. 


Platt, Kin. Blue man. Harper. $2.50. 

A wild first novel deserving of attention if you have extra money. 
It is an improbable, unrealistic, science-fiction mystery built around 
a "cliff hanger" chase. The humor is for real, dad, as the boys who 
are with it would say. gr.7-9. 


Preussler, Otfried. Little witch. Abelard. $2.75. 
Thoroughly charming story of a young witch who uses her craft to 
do good, much to the dismay of her elders. gr.3-5. 


Wood, James P. Queen's most honorable pirate. Harper. $2.95. 

High adventure on land and sea re-create the fascination of life in 
Elizabethan England. Raleigh, Drake, Essex and Leicester are all here 
in a stirring tale of piracy, court intrigue and violence. gr.8-up. 


NONFICTION 


Coombs, Charles. Bush flying in Alaska. Morrow. $2.95. 

Story of the bush pilots who did so much to make Alaska a united 
area and prepare for statehood. Can be read for its own sake as well 
as for use in social studies classes. gr.4-6 


Freeman, Godfrey. Owl and the mirror. Duell, Sloan. $3. 
New telling of the adventures of Till Eulenspiegel and his merry 
pranks. gr.4-6. 


Sterne, Emma. Vasco Nunez de Balboa. Knopf. $2.75. 

Superior biography of an explorer who literally was "too good to 
live."' The conspiracy that costs Balboa his life is vividly recounted 
by a talented, sensitive writer. gr.5-8. ; 

Zeichner, Irving. How life goes on. Prentice-Hall. $2.95. 

A clear-cut, scientific discussion of the process of reproduction 
from amoeba to man. Touches of humor and a deep reverence for the 
unknown are present here. gr.7 up. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Crawford E. L. Donohugh 
Formerly Rare Books Librarian, New York State Library 


Stamp Collecting 


Stamp collecting is one of the world's most popular and wide- 
spread hobbies, appealing to all ages. By creating interest in the 
persons, places, events and objects depicted on stamps, the collector 
is easily led into background reading and more extensive use of the 
library. 


One of the basic tools of stamp collecting is "Scott's Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue" (Scott Publications, Inc., 461 Eighth Avenue, 
New York 1, N. Y., annual, combined ed. about $12.00). While this is 
not an "inexpensive" item, it is mentioned because of its importance to 
any library's stamp collection. Libraries eligible for the reference 
grant through State aid may order this annual, which may also be available 
through systems. In other areas, an advanced collector may donate a re- 
cent issue to the library. 


Since most beginning collectors are interested primarily in the 
stamps of the United States, a useful item can be "Postage Stamps of the 
United States," published by the Post Office Department (Supt. of Doc- 
uments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. stock 
no. P4.10:959, $1.00). This can be supplemented by the illustrated sales 
catalog of U. S. and British North American stamps published at frequent 
intervals by H. E. Harris & Co., (Catalog Dept., Boston 17, Mass., 35¢) 
which shows actual retail prices. Their list of "Top Buying Prices" 
(Attn: U. S./R Dept. 10¢) is another guide to actual values. 


To keep up with announcements and news of recent and forthcoming 
issues, a periodical is needed. Tops in the field is "Stamps" (H. L. 
Lindquist, 153 Waverly Place, New York 14, N. Y., weekly $3.00 per year). 


Possible substitutes are "Mekell's Weekly Stamp News," (Severn- 
Wylie-Jewett Co., Box 1660, Portland 2, Me., weekly, $1.00) or "Western 
Stamp Collector" (Van Dahl Publications, Albany, Ore., semi-weekly tab- 
loid, $1.50). Advertisements in these will list many other free and 
inexpensive catalogs and price lists which may be of use and help to 
your patrons. 
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FIRST AIDS FOR THE AILING ADULT BOOK COLLECTION 
With special reference to the small and medium-sized library 


By Mrs. Polly G. Anderson 
Adult Services Consultant, Mid-Hudson Libraries 


Have you taken a good look at your library 
recently? To you the scene is familiar and prob- 
ably pleasant, but it may not strike a stranger the 
same way. Suppose you are a man or woman entering 
the library for the first time. What do you see? 
Walls lined with shelves from floor to ceiling, 
stacks projecting into the room so close together 
that it is difficult to identify the books on the 
shelves. The shelves are crammed with books which 
appear to be dull, drab and anonymous (the print on 
the spine has rubbed off). You pick up a few at 
random. Here's a yellowing,small-print War and peace, a worn copy of 
The autobiography of Lincoln Steffens with the frontispiece missing, 
Slosson's Creative chemistry, new in 1921, but useless today. "Isn't 
there anything new?" you think wistfully. Not wanting to disturb the 
librarian, you tiptoe out and never return. 


This is unfortunate because there are books here which would interest 
you. Squeezed among the ancient, decrepit volumes, they fail to show. 
As a recent American Library Association committee has phrased it: 
"Unnecessary items remaining in a collection can weaken a library as 
surely as insufficient acquisitions. In time such material characterizes 
the whole collection, overshadowing newer and more useful purchases." 
(Public Library Service, ALA, 1956, p.34). 


The remedy? In a short article this question obviously cannot be 
considered exhaustively. All I can do is to discuss a few first aids. 


First, discard, ruthlessly and at once. Before your garden of books 
can grow, the weeds must be eradicated. Books in poor condition, books 
which contain outdated or discredited information, books which haven't 


been read for years (unless the reason lies in the location or condition 
of the book), these must go. 


"But," you say, "how can I find time to discard? I can barely keep 
up with my regular routines." There is only one possible answer. You 
will find time for what you think is essential. If your shelves are 
crowded with useless books, discarding must be given priority. 


Once you have made up your mind to discard, you are ready for the 
second step, a plan of action. Work out a "discarding schedule" which 
will cover the entire collection. You don't have to proceed in Dewey 
order, you might well begin with the most crowded sections first. Just 
be sure that no part is neglected. Assign an hour or two to this job 
each week, let nothing interfere with your schedule and you will be 
through sooner than you thought possible. 
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"How can I know whether a book has outlived its usefulness?" is 
probably your next question. "Is it sufficient to look at the circu- 
lation record and if the book hasn't gone out in five years, get rid 
of it? Or is the publication date a criterion. Should every book 
published before a certain date (1900, 1920, 1940) go?" The answer to 
both questions is "No."' Books may not have circulated because they 
have been inacessible, either on a high top shelf or on an out-of-the- 
way, bottom shelf. As to publication date, a few examples will suffice 
to show how unreliable this can be. What library could get along with- 
out Shakespeare, Plato, Voltaire, Jane Austen or Ralph Waldo Emerson? 

No rule of thumb will work. Librarians must know authors and books. 
Book knowledge is basic. "But this takes time, and I haven't time to 
read all the books I should," you reply. "Is there a book which will 
help me to know which books to keep and which to throw away?" 

Three books will help you most: Fiction catalog, 1960, 7th ed.; 
Standard catalog for public libraries, 1958, 4th ed. and the annual 
supplements; and Book review digest, which appears monthly with a six- 
month's cumulation in August and a bound cumulation in February. All 
are published by the H. W. Wilson Co., 950 University Avenue, New York 52, 
New York. Your budget will probably enable you to buy the first two. 
Fiction catalog costs $12.00 and Standard catalog is sold on a service 
basis, the price varying with the size of your collection. Book Review 
Digest is more expensive but it can be consulted at the headquarters or 
central library. 

The new Fiction catalog lists more than 4,000 books. All are re- 
commended by librarians. Each is described briefly and quotations from 
a review or two give you some idea of the worth of the book and the 
audience to whom it will appeal. Do you need a novel about Rome in the 
time of Caesar, a ghost story, a novel about plantation life in the Old 
South, a story of World War II? Turn to the subject index and you'll 
have the answer. 

Approximately 9,000 works of nonfiction are found in the Standard 
catalog and its supplements. Since these are arranged in Dewey order, 
you can see at a glance what books are recommended for astronomy, Chinese 
history, gardening, business management, auto repair or whatever. As 
in the Fiction catalog, the titles are chosen by librarians on the basis 
of usefulness and worth, and books recommended for first purchase are 
starred. Before you buy books from any section, read through all the 
titles. A book without a star may fit your collection better than a 
starred item. Take, for example, 940.54 World War II, 1939-1945 — 
Military History. In a small library you are unlikely to need the starred 
Rommel papers, but you couldn't do without Paul Brickhill's Great escape, 
a book without a star. 

Book review digest includes about 4,000 books each year. The cov- 
erage for each book is extensive. Excerpts from several reviews are 
given, the source of each and the degree of favorableness. Many books not 
appearing in Fiction catalog or Standard catalog are found here. 

Now let us return to the question, "When is a book out-of-date?" I 
offer the following table as a guide which must be used with common sense 
and judgment. Two examples will show what I mean. Atlases, for instance. 
Historical atlases can be used for many years, road maps may have to be 
changed every two years. After a war has made major boundary changes, 
maps become out-of-date overnight. Or games. The rules for hide-and-seek 
have remained the same for generations, but Goren's recent rules for 
bridge are far different from early Culbertson. 
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When is a book out-of-date? 


After 2 years: Statistical yearbooks, legislative manuals, 
directories (Keep older editions for circulation, e.g., World 
almanac, New York red book); school and college catalogs; in- 
formation about job opportunities; hotel and travel informa- 
tion, guidebooks. 


After 5 years: career information; space, aviation, rockets 
and missiles; electronics, physics, biochemistry; medicine, 
drugs, diet; current social, economic and political issues; 
fasion, sewing, house plans; how-to-do-its (techniques change); 
photography; sports;biographies of people once in the news but 
no Longer of interest (Queen Marie of Roumania); atlases; fads 
and fancies (flying saucers, folk medicine, self-improvement, 
spiritualism). 


After 10 years: engineering; geology, nature, mathematics; 
hobbies, games; travel (provided new material is included); 
teaching methods; child guidance; fiction best sellers of 


ephemeral value (Mrs. Miniver, Wayward bus, Sun is my undoing). 


There are some books which never grow old. These may be fiction, 
literature or biography of literary merit, or books in any field which 
have stood the test of time. Although the value of these books does not 
change, editions go out of date. Yellowing pages, small print and old- 
fasioned makeup will discourage reading. Watch your classics and buy 
new attractive editions as needed. Don't overlook quality paperbounds 
when replacing books in this category. 


I have saved until the last the most valuable first aid, free vol- 
unteer and professional help. In New York State this may come from two 
sources — the community and the library system with which the small li- 
brary is affiliated. There are people in your town who will gladly 
assist you in the mechanics of getting rid of books. Children will en- 
joy stamping the books "discarded" and stacking them into piles ready 
for a sale, the Salvation Army, another library, or the junk heap. 
Trustees are often willing to pull catalog cards and change the shelf 
list and the accession. record. 


Help from the field consultant is the best first aid. Consultants 
are available on request to work with you at your library. They will 
go through your collection book by book, if you wish, explaining what 
to do with each and why. Their book knowledge will enable them to discard 
quickly and efficiently. But they can't do the job alone; they need your 
knowledge of the community. It takes both of you working together to do 
the job right. 


Discarding done, what has happened to your library? Gone are the 
dull, dingy volumes and you have room at last. No books on the top or 
bottom shelves, some space on every shelf, perhaps some free sections. 
Before you plunge into the job of buying books to round out your col- 
lection, take a little time to sit back and enjoy the "Lively New Look" 
which discarding has brought to your library. 


The Standard Catalog series and other professional tools may be 
borrowed from the Library Extension Division, New York State Library, 
Albany 1, New York. 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 
SK LFS LBOS = 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing officer. 


*CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL COMMISSION. The Civil War in print, sight and 
and sound, July 1961. (1961) Unp. Mimeo. 


* Learning to live with the past; address delivered by Professor 
John Hope Franklin at the first state-wide Assembly of...Albany, 
New York, April 17, 1961. (1961) 6p. Mimeo. 


*DISCRIMINATION, STATE COMMISSION AGAINST. Highlights - 1960. 
1961. 7p. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Goals and plans for education in New York State; a 
memorandum from the Commissioner of Education to the Board of Regents, 
August 1961. (1961) 24p. 


*FARM AND FOOD PROCESSING LABOR, INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1961. 29p. (Cover title: Migrant farm labor in New York 
State) 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Office of Public Information. How the New York State 
labor law protects you, August 1961. (1961) 23p. 


*NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Annual report, 
10th...1961. (1961) 22lp. (Legis Doc 1961 no. 41. Cover title: 
Long range planning for the forest preserve and other studies in 
conservation) 


*PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. Annual report, 1960. (1961) 77p. 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell University, 
Ithaca. Comparative wage structures in the steel industry of the 
Soviet Union and western countries (by) M. Gardner Clark. (1961) 
23p. (Reprint series no. 106, reprinted from Proceedings of the 
thirteenth annual meeting Industrial Relations Research Association) 


* Stability and growth in the postwar Italian economy, by George H. 
Hildebrand. (1961) (10p) (Reprint series no. 105, reprinted from 
American economic review, May 1961) 
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GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Anne C. Hulst, Book Information 


23rd Library System: A significant landmark in the history of public 
library development in New York State was the establishment in Onondaga 
County of the 23rd, and final, public library system on October 19, 1961. 
The forming of this system marks the completion of a statewide library 
service structure that for 16 years — since the first New York State 
public library survey was undertaken in 1945 — has received the attention 
and effort of many persons in the Education Department, the New York 


Library Association, the Trustees Foundation, and in nearly every commu- 
nity and library throughout the State. 

At the organization meeting, in the Syracuse Public Library, trustees 
for the system board were elected. Each participating library is rep- 
resented on this board: Albert J. Palmer, Baldwinsville; Mrs. Katherine 
Barclay, Brewerton; Paul W. Raine, Camillus; Forest M. Kovacs, Dewitt; 
David H. Holdridge, East Syracuse; Carl V. Carpenter, Elbridge; Mrs. Bruce 
Osterman, Fairmount; Mrs. Jessica Bramley, Jordan; Mrs. Clifford Hall, 
Lafayette; Mrs. Bernard Shaw, Manlius; Stephen Webb, Marcellus; Mrs. 
Richard Salisbury, Mattydale; Mrs. William Gilbert, Minoa; George 
Mulhauser, North Syracuse; Howard Littman, Onondaga Hill; Daniel W. Casey, 
Solvay; William Farrell, Thomas W. Higgins, Oscar F. Soule, and Henry J. 
Wilson, Syracuse; Mrs. Marcus Richards, Tully. The trustees’ application 
for a charter will be presented to the Board of Regents at its November 
meeting. 

Earlier this year the Onondaga County Board of Supervisors approved 
the appropriation of 10 cents per capita to supplement the State aid for 
which the system will qualify. This action was an added incentive for the 
libraries in the county to establish a cooperative library system. 

While there are still areas in the State which are not yet partici- 
pating in the library systems, there is no remaining area large enough 
or with sufficient population to establish another system. Further 
development will occur as a process of adding to existing systems. 









NYLA Conference Report: More than 1,000 librarians, trustees, Friends 
of Libraries and students attended the 68th New York Library Association 
conference at The Laurels, Monticello, October 11-14, 1961. Autumn 
foliage was at its loveliest, and the weather glorious until Saturday's 
rain. 

Dr. Henry Mitchell Brickell, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, 
Manhasset, addressed the opening session Wednesday evening on "New 
Frontiers in New York State Schools and How They Affect Our Libraries." 
Dr. Brickell has just completed a six-month assignment as temporary 
consultant to Commissioner James E. Allen, Jr., in which capacity he 
observed and reported on the use of new practices and devices to improve 
learning. Dr. Louis C. Jones, President, New York State Historical 
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Association, was the banquet speaker Friday evening, discoursing wittily 
on "A Nosegay of Pretty Murders." 

On Wednesday afternoon, Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, 
spoke on the "New York State Plan for Reference and Research Libraries." 
A joint adult, children's and young adult services sections meeting 
Thursday morning considered "Trends in Book Publishing." Peter S. 
Jennison, Assistant Director, Graduate Institute of Book Publishers, 

New York University, was moderator. Panelists included: Samuel Vaughn, 
senior editor, Doubleday; Leonard Shatzkin, Crowell-Collier, Paperback 
Division; Lillian Morrison, Assistant Coordinator of Young Adult Services, 
New York Public Library; and George Reinfeld, Publishers' Research Cor- 
poration, New York City. A stimulating presentation of library- 
publishing relations ensued. Scheduled on Thursday afternoon was a 
lively meeting on "Selecting Adult Books for Young Adults" and a field 
trip to headquarters of the Ramapo-Catskill Library System, Middletown, 
and a visit to a bookmobile stop. S. Gilbert Prentiss, director of 

New York State Library Extension Division, and Joseph Eisner, director 
of the Plainview Public Library, spoke to an overflow turnout at a 
Trustees Foundation meeting Friday moring on "What Should Member Li- 
braries Expect from Library Systems?" Buzz sessions followed. Mrs. Mary 
Hill Arbuthnot's delightful reading of poems during her talk on "Poetry 
in the Space Age" will be long remembered. Most interesting was Robert 
Hofsinde's authentic information about Indian traditions, history and 
customs, imparted during his talk on "Indians Without Tomahawks," given 
at Saturday's joint luncheon of School Librarians and Children's and 
Young Adult Services Sections. Recruiting, resources and technical 
services, institution library work, National Library Week, building and 
publicity were all subjects of good meetings. "Fun Night" and Library 
School Alumni Reunions Thursday, a gala cocktail party, given by 

The Laurels management previous to the Friday evening banquet, added 
gaiety to the assembly. 

For having attended her 41st NYLA conference, Harriet F. Rogers 
(Mrs. Cary B.), Randolph Public Library, was honored by the Association. 
Christine Torgersen (Mrs. A. J.), librarian of the Highland Falls 
Library, received the L. Marion Moshier Award. New NYLA officers are: 
Georgiana Maar, librarian, Stratford Avenue School, Garden City, pres- 
ident; E. Leonore White, director, Schenectady County Public Library, 
first vice president; Dr. Susan S. Smith, Director of Curriculum and 
Library Services, East Greenbush Central Schools, second vice president. 
William H. Cox, Jr., personnel officer, Rochester Public Library, was 
elected councilor at large. 

NYLA CONFERENCES AHEAD: 1962 - Albany; 1963 - Rochester; 
1964 - New York City. 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, spoke to a joint 
meeting of the Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, and other service clubs in 
Flushing, New York, on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the 
Bowne House. John Bowne, who built the house, is remembered as the 

man of courage and conviction who defied Governor Peter Stuyvesant's 
edict against the Quakers by holding Quaker religious meetings in his 
home. The Quakers continued to worship in his home until their Meeting 
House was completed in 1694. The Bowne home became a national shrine 
in 1945. —S. Gilbert Prentiss, director of Library Extension Division, 
spoke at a three-day institute, held at Allerton Park, Monticello, 
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Illinois, November 5-8, 1961. The subject of the institute was: "The 
Impact of the LSA — Progress and Potential." — Marion H. Vedder, 
Institution Library Consultant, took part in a workshop at the Congress 
of Correction, held in Columbus, Ohio, September 25-27. — Donald Anthony, 
head of the Manuscripts and History Section,attended the 25th anniver- 
sary meeting of the Society of American Archivists, October 5-7 in 

Kansas City, Missouri. Mr. Anthony participated in the workshops and 
group discussions scheduled. — Newest member of the Manuscripts and 
History Section staff is Stephen Powell, assistant librarian. A grad- 
uate of Hamilton College, Mr. Powell served for two years in the U. S. 
Army and then as librarian at the Central School in Hillsdale, New York. 
He graduated from the Rutgers Graduate School of Library Service in 
August. 









A in the The New York State Civil War 
Centennial Commission has issued a reprint of Mason Tolman's article 

on the Emancipation Proclamation, the original draft of which is in the 
State Library. The article which appeared first in the August 1961 
issue of New York State and the Civil War is entitled A Great World 


Document in the New York State Library. If you wish a copy please write 
to the General Reference Section. 


SECTIONS OF STATE CATALOG IN BOOK FORM 





Have you received your copies of the State Library catalog in 
book form? Available are sections on: Social Sciences; 
Science and Technology and American History. Your use of these 
is earnestly encouraged. 

When requesting material, please add the class marks which 
will expedite our service to you. 

If you have not received the catalogs and wish them, write to: 
Peter Paulson, Head, Gift and Exchange Section, New York State 
Library. 

























New Libraries: Two recently established libraries have been given pro- 
visional charters: the De Witt Community Library and the Hillsdale 
Public Library of New Hyde Park. 

















A Date to Remember: February 22, 1962 is the date set for St. John's 
University's annual Congress for Librarians. The theme is "Understanding 
the World Through Books," which will be developed through a general 
assembly, a series of panel discussions and conclude with an afternoon 
luncheon. 





Book Development Program: Two lists prepared by Enoch Pratt Free Library 
are available for loan from Book Information Section: "Books on Writing; 
Selected Books 1946-1961"and "Books on Religion Added in 1960."" Libraries 
are invited to send for our circulating file, copies of lists that will 

be of value as replacement titles or for developing book collections. 





Art Exhibits Available: The American Federation of Arts has seven cir- 
culating exhibits which are sponsored by the New York State Council on 
the Arts. Bookings are accepted on the following: ''Masterpieces of 

Photography," "Indian Art of the United States," and "15 Years of 
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Award-Winning Prints," "The Hudson River School," "Masters of American 
Watercolor," "Three Centuries of Architecture in New York," and "How to 
Look at a Painting." Fees range from $15 - $50. Each exhibitor pays the 
outgoing transportation charges to the next point. If interested, you 
are advised to write at once for remaining open dates to: Robert H. Luck, 
Special Representative, The American Federation of Arts, 41 East 65th 
Street, New York 21, New York. 


Se 


National Library Week, April 8-14, 1962: Beryl L. Reubens, formerly 
Director of Public Affairs for Brandeis University,became NLW director 
September 18, 1961, succeeding John Robling, who is now Director of 
Company Relations for Encyclopaedia Britannica. Bernard Barnes, chair- 
man of the Steering Committee for NLW, has named the leaders who will 

plan and direct the 5th year-round reading program. New appointments 

are: Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, President of ALA; Curtis G. Benjamin, 
Chairman of the Board, McGraw-Hill Book Company; Dr. Frances Henne, 

School of Library Service, Columbia University; Frank E. Taylor, Editorial 
Director, Racine Press; and Mrs. Raymond A. Young, past President, ALA. 
Leo Rosten, Board of Editors, Look Magazine, a member of the 1960 Steering 
Committee has been re-named to the group; members of the 1961 Committee 
will continue for the coming year. The Executive Director for New York 

is Lillian Van Mater, Director of the Nassau Library System. 

"Read — And Watch Your World Grow" is the theme for 1962. A variety 
of promotion aids will be available early in the year. Write to: 
Promotion Aids, National Library Week, P. 0. Box 700, Great Neck, Long 
Island, New York. 


Good News: The Community Librarians Training Courses will be resumed 
April 9, 1962 and run for alternate weeks through June 4. 


ALA News: Ruth Shapiro, headquarters librarian, announces two full- 
length programs and a television news interview are available for loan. 
The news interview features Frances Lander Spain at her press conference 
held during the 1961 ALA Annual Conference, discussing the mission of 
seven American librarians to Russia. Participants in a full-length 
kinescope and tape recording of a half hour discussion program were: 
Representative John E. Fogarty, R. I.; Rose Vainstein, U. S. Office of 
Education and Francis St. John, director, Brooklyn Public Library. They 
discussed the topic: "Are Libraries Doing Enough?" In a tape recording 
of a half hour interview program, "Project 1260," John Eastlick, librarian, 
Denver Public Library, outlines some problems facing librarians in the 
current decade. — "You're on Exhibit," the 4th in a series of pamphlets 
issued by the Public Relations Section, Library Administration Division, 
includes these sections: "What Can Exhibits Do for Your Library?"; "How 
to Make Your Exhibits Effective"and"Exhibit Tips from an Artist." Prices 
are: 25 copies, 75¢; 50 copies, $1.25; 100 copies, $2.25; 250 copies, 
$5.50; 500 copies, $9.50. — Available from the same source is a 16-page 
pamphlet "Definitions for Library Statistics" at 75¢. — A recently pub- 
lished report "Study of Circulation Control Systems" may be ordered from 
the Library Technology Project, ALA, at $2.50. Two manuals contain 
recommendations for specific circulation systemsand are available at 

75¢ each — "Circulation System Selection Manual — Public Libraries" 

and "Circulation System Selection Manual — College and University 
Libraries." 
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Council on Library Resources Grants: Two grants totaling $24,480 have 
been made to the Library Technology Project of ALA, for evaluation of 
library-type record players and an appraisal of methods and equipment 

in the microtext field. — A grant has been made for development of safer 
storage boxes for archival material in libraries. Co-sponsored by ALA, 
the LTP and the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware, the 
research will be done by The Institute of Paper Chemistry, Appleton, 
Wisconsin. The following characteristics are sought: fire and moisture 
resistance, reduced acidity (to retard deterioration of papers stored) 
and insect repellancy. 









Scholarship in Library Science: The Catholic Library Association 
announces a $600 scholarship for the academic year 1962-1963 to be 
awarded for graduate study. The recipient may enter the college of his 
choice. Applications are available from the Scholarship Committee, 
Catholic Library Association, Villanova, Penn. Deadline: January 15,1962. 

































Publications to Note: Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Maryland 
has three attractive lists: "The Facts of Life" from the Civics and 
Sociology Department; "The Joy of Dancing," prepared by the Fine Arts 
Department; "Management and Supervision" compiled by the Business and 
Economics Department. — The Freeport Memorial Library has issued an 
eight-page list, "Focus on Africa.'"' — Two recent lists from the Queens 
Borough Public Library are: "Dollars into Dividends, a Selected List 

of Books, Periodicals and Services,"prepared by the Business, Science 

and Technology Division and "Facing up to Life, Stories for Young Adults," 
compiled by a staff committee, Sophia Mehrer, Chairman. 








LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


System News 





Brooklyn. Branch librarians and the administrative staff of the BPL 
have been briefed on creative thinking and brain storming techniques 
by Lee H. Bristol, Jr., public relations director, Products Rivision, 
Bristol-Myers. After demonstration, several groups formed to discuss 
two problems previously decided upon. When the large group reconvened 
a total of 929 ideas had been listed. — The Brooklyn Public Library 
Drama Ensemble will present a series of programs, "A Literary Tour of 
The World,"' with Kenneth Whitlock again serving as producer. The 
program opened at the Ingersoll Building October 16 and was repeated 
at the Coney Island Branch on October 23. — Eleanor Vreeland has been 

appointed public relations director for the Brooklyn Public Library. 





Buffalo and Erie County. The cornerstone of the new nine and a half 
million dollar B&ECPL was laid September 22 with appropriate cere- 
monies. — Margaret M. Morris, known as "dean of catalogers" in 
Western New York, retired as head of the Catalog Department, early in 

October. — The opening of the new East Delevan Branch marks another 

milestone in the library's five-year program of branch improvement 

and expansion. Martin Lewin, formerly of the North Jeffersoti Branch, 
will be in charge. 






Chautauqua-Cattaraugus. The Ellicottville Memorial Library held an open 
house at its new quarters October 6-7. 
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Chemung. Friends of the Steele Memorial Library, Elmira ,are sponsoring 
the 5th series of noon-hour book reviews. An informal atmosphere pre- 
vails — lunches may be purchased at the library without ordering ahead 
of time. Three evening programs have been scheduled by the Friends: 
"Alaska," a talk with slides; "An Evening with Ernest Hemingway," and 
"Libraries of Europe." Kitty Scott of the library staff who toured 
Europe last summer with a group of librarians will give this talk. 


Clinton-Essex. The new film collection is now available at headquarters, 
loaned to the system by the Special Services Section, New York State Li- 
brary. Films may be borrowed by a member library for use by any commu- 
nity organization. They are not available to schools or individuals. 


Finger Lakes. A study of community use of public libraries before and 
after the introduction of bookmobile service conducted by FLLS for 
the Library Extension Division is now in progress in the village of 
Cayuga and in the Slaterville-Brooktondale area. — A collection of 
1,000 phonorecords has been ordered for rotating use. — Mrs. Arnold 
Ott has been appointed librarian at the Cato Free Library. 


Four County. An unexpected windfall of $4,041.29, the profits of a 
four-day Centennial, will enable the Richfield Springs Public Library 
to make extensive repairs to the building. — Proceeds of a benefit 
movie sponsored by the Friends of the Sidney Public Library will be 
used to purchase library equipment. 


Mid-Hudson. The system's annual meeting was held in Poughkeepsie on 
October 25. Basic Book Week kits have been sent to all member 
libraries. A gift and exchange collection is planned for the Library 
Center. 


Mid York. The second semi-annual ,system-wide meeting was held 
September 27 at the Oneida Library. A display of new books and a 
book selection discussion was followed by a group luncheon. Reid 
Hoey, system director,led the afternoon discussion on circulation 
procedures and Carol Eckberg, assistant director, presided at a meeting 
devoted to special problems. — Mrs. Helen Chariton, librarian of the 
Canastota Public Library,has announced the schedule for the 1961-62 
book discussions. The opening program on the "Jazz Age" will be pre- 
sented by Reid Hoey. The series is free to the public — refreshments 
are served after each program. — The Dolgeville Public Library has a 
new policy for overdue books: one notice will be sent the borrowers 
after two weeks. If the book is. still overdue two weeks later, the 
borrower will be billed for the book. — The brick and prefabricated 
aluminum addition to the Rome Jervis Library costing $285,000 was 
dedicated October 2. It will house 70,000 volumes and provide a chil- 
dren's room, and adult lounge, and a young adult lounge named for 
John A. Scott, space for periodicals, records and administrative 
offices. 


Mohawk Valley. The children's room of the Gloversville Free Library 
has been renovated recently and the collection weeded. — A Tag Day 
conducted by the Twentieth Century Club has provided a new roof for 
the Middleburgh Library. 
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Nassau. The East Meadow Library is the recipient of the funds of the 
Colchester Civic Association, no longer active. The money is to be 
used for equipment for the blind. — The new coordinator of adult 
services at the Farmingdale Public Library is George K. Cole, Jr., 
former director of adult education at the Trenton (N.J.) Public 
Library. — The Friends of the Floral Park Public Library held a fall 
Book Fair, October 14. Books, records and stamps were sold for the 
benefit of the library. — The Freeport Memorial Library cooperating 
with the Friends of the Library recently arranged an African program. 
Edward A. Yarney, of Ghana, a graduate student of Fordham University, 
was the speaker. In addition, a film, "The Republic of Ghana," was 
shown. — Miriam Rowe was named library director of the Lawrence 
Peninsula Library October 1. — The Merrick Library with the help of 
the Friends of the Library compiled the Merrick Directory which is 
distributed by the community newspaper, "Merrick Life." — A charming 
exhibit, "Fin De Siecle —Best Sellers, 1895-1920" was arranged by 
Mrs. Clarence Tuck of the Roslyn Bryant Library. The favorites for 
those years were assembled with interesting mementos of the period 
which included: Empire gowns; a bathing suit of the 1890's; silver 
and Staffordshire; early Victor recordings. The library has announced 
that it will be open two additional nights each week. Services 
rendered by NLS permit more staff time for direct public service. — 
Two enterprising Roslyn Heights youngsters run a lending library to 
raise money for the Shelter Rock Public Library. Carol Chock, 10, and 
Jo-Ann Dembo, 11, have raised $22.51 in membership fees and overdue 

fines. 








New York. Early in December, Anna L. Glantz will retire as Chief of 
Public Relations, NYPL. Marion L. Simmons, Director of Public Rela- 
tions, Rochester Public Library, has been named ‘to succeed Miss 
Glantz. — Henrietta Quigley, Chief of NYPL's interbranch loan system 
for 15 years,retired October 6. — The NYPL will offer a new study 
program, "Music ,History and Ideas" at the St. George Regional Library. 
A discussion group (limited to 25) will "explore the world of music 

in its relation to the whole range of man's ideas," through the media 

of books and records. — The newest branch, the borough's 28th, opened 

in the Castle Hill section of the Bronx September 21, with a collection 

of about 25,000 volumes. 








Nioga. The Holley Community Free Library held an open house at its new 
quarters on October 22, 1961. — Mrs. George J. Reichert has turned for 
the last time the giant key in the antique lock of the building housing 
the Lewiston Free Library. The library has moved to the remodeled 
Long house. Loblaw's Super Market loaned its carts for the moving. 

An open house was held in the new quarters recently. — The Niagara 
Falls Public Library began its 6th annual series of music story pro- 
grams on September 23. 















North Country. The Alexandria Holland Library has joined the Town of 
Alexandria United Fund, Inc. Although supported by town and village 
funds, the trustees feel that a small amount of uncommitted money will 

improve services. — Canton, birthplace of Frederic Remington, staged 
a Remington Centennial Observance. Part of the program was held in 
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the Canton Public Library, at which time an oil painting and some 
sketches were presented to the library. 


Pioneer. From Livingston County: Livingston and Wyoming County li- 
brarians held their first combined book review meeting in Avon 
on September 7. Joint book review sessions will be scheduled every 
three months during the winter months. — From Monroe County: The 
Friends of the East Rochester Library and the East Rochester Schools 
have announced the schedule of "Books Between Bites" — noontime book 
reviews attended by students, housewives, teachers and businessmen. 
Reservations are required because of the demand for seats. — The 
Fairport Public Library has refinished a basement room for use as a 
children's room. — Mrs. David E. Klonick is the first director of the 
Gates Public Library located in the Gates Grange Building. The staff 
includes an assistant Librarian, a volunteer librarian and three 
pages. — The Hilton Public Library is now a member of the MCLS. — 
The Kate Gleason Fund, a Rochester Public Library endowment fund set 
up to provide for the acquisition and publication of historical works, 
will furnish the funds for the publication of Dr. Blake McKelvey's 
"Rochester: an Emerging Metropolis, 1925-1961." Dr. McKelvey is 
city historian. From Wyoming County: Now in use for children is the 
new Anna M. Prescott room at the Attica Stevens Memorial Library. 


Queens. Mildred Young Johnson, who held the position of Associate 
Professor and Assistant, Graduate School of Library Science, Rutgers 
University, became Assistant Chief Librarian in charge of Public 
Service at the Queens Borough Public Library on September l. 


Ramapo-Catskill. A state-owned demonstration bookmobile on loan to 
RCLS is now in operation in Sullivan and Ulster Counties. Silas 
Townsend and Marian Milk are aboard. — James Brock, Head of the Exten- 
sion Department, Mount Vernon Public Library, will be the head of 
Technical Processes at RCLS, starting November 1. — The new children's 
librarian at the Finkelstein Memorial Library, Spring Valley, is 
Virginia Snyder. — The Tappan PTA has donated $100 to the Tappan 
Library. Two members of the Metropolitan Opera Company have contributed 
opera books and librettos. 


Southern Adirondack. Florence Harshe, SALS director,is the new president 
of the Adult Services Section, NYLA. — The official emblem of SALS, de- 
signed by Mrs. Erskine C. Rogers, Jr. of Hudson Falls, is being used 
on green and white decals, lucite desk plates and other items. 


Southern Tier. Eugene P. Healy has replaced Albert Mason in general and 
bookmobile services, STLS. Mr. Healy comes from the Sully Branch, 
Rochester Public Library. — Howard Chandler Christy's painting, "Signing 
the Constitution of the United States," was presented to the South 
Dansville Ladies Free Library by the Corporal Josiah Griswold Chapter 
of D.A.R. of Steuben County. Library staff and trustees present at the 
ceremony were: Mrs. Nellie Davison, librarian; Mrs. Emrie Buell, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Louis Lawrence, secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. Clayton 
Wallace, Mrs. Lloyd Gillmer and Mrs. Clayton Williams, trustees. 
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Suffolk Cooperative. A class in speed reading for adults is being held 
by request at the Bay Shore Public Library. — Seymour Berman has been 
named director of the Brentwood Public Library. Mr. Berman has been 
on the staff of the Detroit Public Library for many years. — A loan 
collection of 43 framed paintings has proven popular at the Huntington 
Village Library. The loan period is for six weeks, subject to overdue 
penalities. — North Babylon Friends of the Library have started a 
theatre workshop. — "The World in Novels" is the season's topic chosen 
by the discussion group of the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library, Setauket .— 
The West Islip Library recently held an open house meeting to organize 
a Friends of the Library group. Projects planned include drives for 
donations of rare books, records, film festivals, concerts, art ex- 
hibits. 


Upper Hudson. Jessie F. Wheeler, reference librarian, Troy Public 
Library, from 1905-1921, spent 40 years collecting material linking 
Samuel Wilson of Troy with the national symbol of "Uncle Sam." Thomas I. 
Gerson, official "Uncle Sam" historian, testifying before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee this summer, mentioned her extensive correspondence 
with Lucius Wilson, a direct descendant of Samuel Wilson. 


Westchester. "Service to Students" has been prepared by a committee of 
the Westchester Library System to suggest measures of cooperation be- 
tween the teachers and the librarians for better service to students. — 
Activities of the Friends of the Eastchester Public Library include 
a film and lecture on "America's Stake in the Space Age" on October 21 


and an afternoon of folk singing November 5. — Ingeborg W. Eide of 
Norway has joined the Mount Vernon Public Library as a library interne, 
through arrangements made by NYLA's Committee on Exchange of Foreign 
Librarians. Miss Eide has a degree from the State Librarians School 
in Norway and has worked at the Troms Municipal Library and as a 
bookmobile librarian in Trondheim. She will be a junior librarian in 
Mount Vernon and will be given experience in all departments of the 
library. An exhibit depicting the history of pharmacy, sponsored by 
the Mount Vernon Pharmaceutical Society was held at the Mount Vernon 
Public Library. — John F. Ryan, former branch librarian, Brooklyn 
Public Library ,is now the assistant director at the New Rochelle 
Public Library. Louise Burdett, head of the Fine Arts Department, 
retired September 1. — The Rye Reading Room has had an eight-day ex- 
hibition of contemporary French lithographs, never before shown in 
this country. The collection was made available to the Rye Art Center 
by the book publishing firm of Walker and Co., New York,and assembled 
for them by Paul Heim, director of Gallerie de L' Europe in Paris. — 
An old-fashioned country fair held September 23 for the benefit of the 
South Salem Library's building fund netted about $1,500. Square 
dancing at the new building site ended the day's activities which 
included an antique corner, 4H exhibits, youngster's corner and rare 
book exhibits. — At a recent open house, the Friends of the Warner 
Library, Tarrytown, displayed a circulating collection of 500 phono- 
records and 25 framed paintings. The Junior League contributed funds 
to initiate the picture collection. The Friends and the Rotary Club 
cooperated to start the record collection. 
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County News 


Albany. The Delmar Public Library held its 3rd "Bizarre Bazaar on the 
Left Bank" October 6-8. The show is sponsored by the library and the 
Village Four Art Group with awards made by the Rotary Club. 


Cortland. The Cortland Free Library has initiated a "Family Night" at 
the children's room. Every Monday evening the room will open for chil- 
dren, parents and teachers. 


Genesee. The Le Roy Woodward Memorial Library has acquired aS RA 
Reading Accelerator to help readers improve their reading ability. 
The portable accelerator will be loaned to adults for the regular 
loan period. 


Nassau. The Great Neck Library, in an effort to be of greater service 
to students and parents interested in college catalogs and directories, 
has arranged a special overnight loan privilege for these materials. 
A fine of 50¢ a day will be charged for overdues. — Ruth F. Cowell, 
director, Manhasset Public Library, is teaching a graduate course, 
"Library in Society," at St. John's University and the C.W. Post College 
of Long Island University. 


Oneida. The Whitesboro Dunham Public Library exhibited through October 
a group of water colors by Florence A. Davies, a former staff member 
of the Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute. 


Orange. This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Montgomery Free Li- 
brary. During that time the library has had four librarians and three 
homes. 


Rockland. ‘Two 12-year-old girls held an auction recently and raised 
$30.94 for the benefit of the Pearl River Public Library. They had 
the help of a nine-year-old brother who collected the donated items in 
his wagon. 


Suffolk. The Central Islip Public Library exhibited in its north window, 
examples of handicrafts by the patients of the Central Islip State 
Hospital. The library has received from the Central Islip Fire De- 
partment a collection of recent books on fire-fighting and fire pre- 
vention. The Suffolk County Library Association held its fall meeting 
November 9 at Smithtown. After dinner and a business meeting, Bill 
Bonyun, folk singer from Sturbridge Village, entertained with songs. 


Westchester. Effective October 1, the non-resident registration fee of 
the Bronxville Public Library will be $5. 


News of State Institutions: Walter M. Wallack, Warden, Wallkill Prison, 
reports on the use of a system of book classification by symbols. The 
idea is an extension of the commercial classification tapes, which had 
been used,but limitations of types and designs prompted the staff to 
experiment with silk screen markings. The screens are made in the sign 
shop from patterns designed by the library staff. There is no limit to 
the number of designs that can be made. About 200 or more can be marked 
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in an hour by two men. The screens are holding up well and with proper 
cleaning will last quite awhile. Credit is given to Samuel Moreno, 
Director of Education,for developing the idea. William McMahon is li- 
brarian. 


RARE VOLUME GIVEN BY: SEVENTH REGIMENT CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


Highlighting the Civil War Centennial this year for the State Library 
is a presentation from the Veterans of the Seventh Regiment of a rare and 
unusual item: Notes on the Colours of. the National Guard, with Some 
Incidental Passages ages of the History of the Regiment. Prepared at the re- 
quest of "The Veterans of the National Guard." Read before the Associ- 
ation, January 12, 1863. New York, From an Amateur Press, for private 
distribution, 1864. 


The gift was presented on the occasion of the publication of a new 
work on the Seventh Regiment, The Regiment That Saved the Capital, written 
by William J. Roehrenbeck, Director of the Jersey City Public Library, 
and published by Thomas Yoseloff. 


Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian and Assistant Commissioner, 
who had been invited to attend the publication ceremony on October 2 in 
New York City, received the gift book inscribed to the State Library 
from the Regiment as well as an autographed copy of the new book from 
the publisher. 


The Notes on the Colours is number two of 67 copies privately dis- 
tributed and was originally presented to "Mrs."' Colonel Marshall Lefferts, 
wife of the Commander of the Seventh Regiment during the Civil War, by 
Asher Taylor, Orderly Sergeant, Fourth Company, National Guard, who had 
designed the arms of the Seventh which were adopted in 1824. 


For the errors in the volume indulgence is requested because the 
printer is "a young lady, an amateur novice in the art, entirely without 
previous experience, having never set a hundred types before this under- 
taking which she has accomplished without the aid or supervision of any 
professional type: more especially as the work is presented, it is 
presumed in each case to a gentleman, which should exempt it from criti- 
cism."" Occasional manuscript corrections appear but for an amateur 
lady printer, the work is creditable with a variety of types used. It 
lists 21 "embellishments" which include mounted portraits and a colored 
plate picturing the regimental badge with its motto "Pro Patria et Gloria." 
Numerous designs of escutcheons, banners and tablets bearing mottoes 
decorate the text throughout and the whole work shows the author's loving 
and ardent devotion to the subject. 


The Seventh Regiment was known as the "West Point of the National 
Guard." It was the pride of New York State and was one of the first 
regiments to respond to President Lincoln's call for volunteers to de- 
fend Washington, and the first organized, equipped and armed regiment 
to arrive there to help preserve the Union. April 19, 1961 was "Seventh 
Regiment Day" in New York City, proclaimed so by Mayor Wagner. It was 
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one hundred years from the day the Seventh had marched down Broadway on 
its way to the capital, blessed on every side by the surrounding crowds. 


Reading left to right: Dr. Gosnell; William Roehrenbeck, author 
of "The Regiment That Saved the Capital"; Thomas Yoseloff, pub- 
lisher; and Walter A. Capitain, member of the Seventh Regiment 
Veterans Civil War Committee and the State Civil War Commission. 
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NOVEMBER 


"Now is the time when the disparity between man's planning 
and nature's planning is most apparent. For nature there is a 
brief unused moment between essential chores; for man there is 
none. His schedule runs unbrokenly on; trains and newspaper 
deadlines to meet; milk routes to haul; school buses to get 
on and off of; store sales to open at the exact, appointed hour; 
all the artificial boundaries of his life to be kept up by him 
for the sake of his business. 


"Nature, every year, luxuriates in this brief rest, which 
is no more than the duration of a sixteenth note in a bar of 
music. But it is there, essential and definite, and it is now, 
and nature gives it its full value. 


"The yard is full of yellow maple leaves, turning a re- 
luctant brown but not yet disintegrating. They have cooled all 
night, soaking up rain or dew, and in the early morning warmth 
they dry out, rustle again, and give off a pleasant fragrance. 
The summer crows gather in bare, tall trees to complain. Their 
cawing has the sound of being distant in time as well as in 
space, the nostalgic sound of something heard long ago and for- 
gotten. It is a lonely complaint and wakens more sympathy than 
it did in June, when corn was sprouting. 


"Now through the naked trees the outlook is broadened. 
Distance comes in casually to partake of the farmer's horizon, 
like the sparrows that fly down, uninvited, to eat from the 
chickens' feed pans. 


"Like a yellow leaf blown along a country road, the school 
bus comes. It passes the farm mailboxes and the clumps of 
elderberries from which birds have now eaten most of the small, 
dusty berries. From long vines,now bare of leaf, hang heavy 
clusters of green-white, waxen berries, beautiful to see but 
not to touch, for this is the ivy that is no man's friend. 
Buckeyes, inedible but treasured for their dark mahogany bril- 
liance, have been picked up and carried into the house and 
poured decoratively into a flat brass bowl — except one which 
will be carried for luck, polished and comforting all winter, 
in a boy's pocket. 


"In her brief idle pause, nature shows neither regret nor 
confusion. She has not lost sight of her aims in this all but 
imperceptible pause, and every one of her creatures understands 
that." 


From Rural free: a farmwife's almanac of country living, by 
Rachel Peden. Published by Alfred A. Knopf. Copyright(c) 1961 
by Rachel Peden. Reprinted with permission. 





